Talking Trash in Tucson A Middle School Curriculum on Recycling

Lesson 4

Lesson 4: Taking Action
Do More Blue Everyday
Poster Contest

At a Glance:
In this lesson, students discuss what they have learned about solid waste management and
source reduction in the City of Tucson, and how can they make a difference in their everyday
lives. They consider ways to share their knowledge to inspire others to take action as well.
Students then create posters to inform the Tucson community about the importance of
recycling and submit their posters to the Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest sponsored
by City of Tucson Environmental Services.

Arizona Department of Education Academic Standards:
Please refer to the Arizona Department of Education Academic Standards section for the ADE
standards addressed by this lesson.

Learning Objectives:
Students will be able to:
* describe how they can take action and make a difference in reducing solid waste in the
City of Tucson.
* submit a poster highlighting the importance of recycling in the City of Tucson to the Do
More Blue Everyday Poster Contest.

Materials:
o Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest Rules – photocopy one per student
o Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest Entry Form – photocopy one per student
o Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest Certificate of Participation –photocopy one per student
o Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest Flyer – post in your classroom
Procedure:
1. Explain to students that after completing Lessons 1-3, they are now well-versed in the
subject of solid waste management and source reduction in the City of Tucson. Ask
students how they can use what they have learned in their everyday lives. Responses
should include a variety of ways to reduce, reuse, recycle, and compost at home, school
or in the community, such as:
• In Tucson, we can recycle paper, cardboard, aluminum cans, steel/tin cans, glass jars
and bottles, and plastic containers.
• Recycling saves natural resources such as trees, oil, metal, and sand.
• Recycling helps save landfill space.
• All types of plastic containers can now be recycled in Tucson – no more worrying about
the number in the recycling symbol or the shape of the container!
• Bring your recyclables to a Neighborhood Recycling Center if a Blue Barrel is not available.
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Lesson 4: Taking Action (continued)

• Plastic bags can be recycled at some neighborhood stores, but NOT in the Blue Barrel.
• Bring your own reusable shopping bags when you go shopping.
• Compost food scraps and yard trimmings.
2. Explain to students that their actions or behavior changes may seem simple or small,
but when multiplied by many people, they can add up and really make a difference, not
just in Tucson, but around the world. Ask students to think of ways they can share what
they have learned with others, and instill in others the need to take action and change
behavior. Responses may include sharing what they learned at school with family
members at home, being in charge of recycling at home or school, helping families
shop responsibly (e.g., by purchasing recyclable products, products that are made from
recycled materials, or products that have less packaging; by using durable, reusable
grocery bags instead of paper or plastic bags), and teaching younger students at
school the importance of the 3Rs.
3. Describe one or two real-life examples of student action, such as:
• "Team Green" at Falmouth Middle School in Maine decreased school waste by 15% by
collecting cafeteria food scraps to compost and use as fertilizer for the school garden.
They have been so successful that they are considering selling compost as a fundraiser
for additional projects and field trips.
• The "YES" team (Young Environmental Specialists) at San Gabriel Christian School in
California has sponsored a variety of recycling campaigns to collect used cell phones,
ink cartridges, sneakers, and e-waste. Not only have they reduced their amount of
waste and saved space in the landfill, but they also earned some money for their school.
• Details and additional examples can be found at http://www.epa.gov/osw/education/
pdfs/svclearn.pdf.
4. Inform students about a new contest sponsored by City of Tucson Environmental
Services, the Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest. The objective of the contest isto
create a poster that effectively and clearly highlights the importance of recycling in the
City of Tucson. This contest is an opportunity for students to creatively express their
understanding of recycling and waste reduction in our community and to spread that
message to the residents of Tucson. The winner may have his/her artwork enlarged
and displayed on a city collection truck and share a pizza party with his/her class.
5. Hand out the Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest Rules and Entry Form.
Review the handouts with students. (Note: Decide in advance if class-time will
be allotted to work on this poster, or if the poster will be created as a homework
assignment.)
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Lesson 4: Taking Action (continued)
6. Complete a Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest Certificate of Participation for
each student submitting an entry to the contest.
7. Submit the posters by March 3 as described on the Entry Form. (If you don’t use this
lesson until after March 3, you can still submit poster entries to be considered for the
following year’s contest.) Winner will be announced in April.
Extension Ideas:
• Make copies of the Do More Blue Everyday posters before submitting them to the
contest (or scan the posters and save as files). Display the posters in your class-room,
around school (library, cafeteria, hallways), on your class or school website, or in the
school newsletter.
•

Students can get involved in solid waste management and source reduction in a variety of
ways. Get started using the following websites as inspiration:
o There are many options at www.epa.gov/osw/education/mad.htm. Highlights include:
• Make a Difference Day: http://www.epa.gov/osw/education/pdfs/mad-guide.pdf
• Science fair projects: http://www.epa.gov/osw/education/pdfs/sciencefair.pdf.
• Service-learning projects: http://www.epa.gov/osw/education/pdfs/svclearn.pdf.
o www.epa.gov/osw/education/teens/steward.htm
o www.dosomething.org
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Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest Rules
About the Contest:
City of Tucson Environmental Services is sponsoring the Do More Blue Everyday Poster
Contest. Tucson students in grades 4-8 are invited to create a poster that effectively and
clearly highlights the importance of recycling in the City of Tucson. This contest is an
opportunity for students to creatively express their understanding of recycling and waste
reduction in our community and to spread that message to the residents of Tucson. The
winner will have his/her artwork enlarged and displayed on the side of a Tucson
collection truck!

Eligibility:
All 4th-8th grade students in City of Tucson public, private and charter schools (including
home schooled students) are eligible.

Theme:
Do More Blue Everyday posters should clearly highlight the importance of recycling in
the City of Tucson. This theme can include topics such as using the Blue Barrel, “Do More
Blue,” and materials accepted at the ReCommunity Materials Recovery Facility (MRF).
Use your imagination and get creative!

Poster Requirements:
3 Students must create their own original artwork - no copyrighted clip art, computergenerated graphics, or copyrighted characters.
3 Posters must reflect the theme of the contest.
3 All entries must be submitted on quality paper or poster board. (No lined notebook
paper!)
11"
3 Drawings must be on a piece of paper that is 11 inches in width and
8.5 inches in height, so that the layout is in landscape format.
3 All entries must be 2-dimensional; no glued on pieces will be
8.5"
accepted.
3 Any medium (paint, crayon, marker, colored pencil, etc.) is
acceptable, but remember that bright solid colors will reproduce
PAPER ORIENTATION
better!
3 Students may only submit one entry.
3 Each poster must have an entry form firmly attached to the back of the poster.
3 Do NOT fold poster when mailing or delivering.
3 Posters are due by March 3. (Posters received after this date will be considered for the
following year’s contest.)
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Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest Rules
(continued)

3 Entries must be mailed or delivered to:
Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest
Environmental Education Exchange
738 N. 5th Avenue, Suite 100
Tucson, AZ 85705
To deliver a poster, please call 670-1442 in advance.

Contest Reminders:
3 All entries will become the property of City of Tucson Environmental Services and will
not be returned. Environmental Services reserves the right to reproduce the posters, use
winners’ names, schools, grade levels, and photographs in public announcements about the
contest, and display winning posters on the sides of city collection trucks.
3 Entries will be disqualified if the poster requirements are not met.

Judging:
3 Entries will be judged by a panel from the City of Tucson and local arts and environmental
organizations.
3 Winner may have his/her artwork enlarged and displayed on a city collection truck and
share a pizza party with his/her class.
3 Winners will be announced in April.

Judging Criteria:
1. Clear message communicated by the text and artwork.
2. The theme is addressed.
3. Creativity, originality, and artistic quality - no copyrighted artwork, characters
or name brands
4. Visual clarity - is it easy to read?
5. Reproducibility – is it able to be copied easily?
6. Bright and colorful
7. Appropriate dimensions
8. Entry form is attached to the back of the poster.
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City of Tucson Environmental Services

Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest
Entry Form
•
•
•

Please print or type information in the table below.
All 4th-8th grade students in City of Tucson public, private and charter schools
(including home schooled students) are eligible.
All entries must be received by March 3.

Participant name
Participant address
Participant phone number
Participant email address
Participant grade level
Sponsoring teacher/subject
School name
Parent/guardian name
I hereby certify that this poster was created entirely by the student above and is the student’s original
artwork. I agree that it may be offered for public display or publication during or after the contest. I
understand that this poster becomes the property of City of Tucson Environmental Services and may be
reproduced for public display or publication. The original poster will not be returned. The student’s name,
school and grade level may be released along with photographs of the student and his/her artwork.
Student Signature______________________________________________Date________________
Parent/GuardianSignature_______________________________________Date________________
This form must be securely attached to the back of the entry submitted.
Please mail or deliver completed poster and entry form to:
Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest
Environmental Education Exchange
738 N. 5th Avenue, Suite 100
Tucson, AZ 85705
To deliver a poster, please call 670-1442 in advance.
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City of Tucson Environmental Services
is pleased to award this

CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION
to

for your contribution to the
Do More Blue Everyday Poster Contest.
We value your participation as well as your
commitment to recycling and our environment.

Date
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Poster Contest
About the Contest:

Eligibility:

City of Tucson Environmental Services
is
sponsoring
the
Do
More Blue
Everyday Poster Contest. Tucson students in
grades 4-8 are invited to create a poster
that effectively and clearly highlights the
importance of recycling in the City of Tucson.
This contest is an opportunity for students to
creatively express their understanding of
recycling and waste reduction in our
community and to spread that message to the
residents of Tucson. The winner will have
his/her
artwork
enlarged
and
displayed on the side of a Tucson
collection truck!

All 4th-8th grade students in City of Tucson
public, private and charter schools (including
home schooled students) are eligible.

Theme:
Do More Blue Everyday posters should
clearly
highlight
the
importance of
recycling in the City of Tucson. This theme
can include topics such as using the Blue Barrel,
“Do More Blue,” and materials accepted at
the ReCommunity Materials Recovery Facility
(MRF). Use your imagination and get creative!

RECYCLIN
G
POSTER
CONTEST
For more information, go to www.outreach-scheduling.org/recyclingpostercontest.

